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Songwriter Stephin
Merritt sounds off on

his musical version of
Coraline. By Julia Stroud

Inthe2002film 7/i¢ Ring, a
videotape kills those who watchiit;
theonly way tolift thecurseisto
makeacopy of the tape. A similar
force seems to emanate from Neil
Gaiman’s Coraline. The 2002
children’s book, abouta girl trapped
ina world ruled by a deceptive
“other mother,” has been adapted as
agraphicnovel, a video gameanda
film—allreleased within the last
twoyears. Coraline's viral success
continues this month, when it takes
the formof an Off Broadway
musical. Actor-playwright David
Greenspan wrote the book and also
starsas the “other mother.” Stephin
Merritt wrote the scoreand lyrics.
Time Out Kids talked with Merritt
about his take on the twisted tale.

How did this project begin?
Iwroteasong for theaudiobook,
which turned out tosummarize
almost theentire plot. It seemed like
Thadalready halfway written the
musical, soIsuggested it toNeil
Gaiman. He didn'tbataneye.

Does the show stay close toits
source material?
Ididn'twanttodoaliteral
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The frontman forthe
Magnetic Fields
commits hisgiftstoa
new Off Broadway show.

translation of the novel, so David
Greenspan was the first person
thoughtof. He's kind of absolutely
wrong for this, and I thought that
would bea good idea. Coraline will
beplayed by Jayne Houdyshell, a
50-years-plus woman, and we have
other actors crisscrossing gender
boundaries, even crossing species.

What does that contribute?
Ithinkit'simportant tosubtract the
assumption that what youseeis
what you getin the theater. We're
trying tohave the audiencelook at
thestageandrealize thestoryisnot
what you're looking at. When you
read, you'elooking at letters on the
pageand thestoryistakingplacein
your head. Thesameis true witha
stageshow. You'reseeingactors
and the story exists in your mind.

Do you think kids will relate?
Yes, [would like it to be performable
inschools. We're not doing it
cheaply, but because thescoreis
played by one pianist, it could be
done cheaply!It's definitely not
bowdlerized for childhood
consumption, though.

But you've kept it appropriate?
Yes. Well, there is one swear word,
butit'snotan Americanone. I
feellike buggerallisa word that you
canprintin Zime Out Kids, right?

See Weekly Calendar for details.




